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From the President 
Susanne Hutchinson,   
Area President 
 
The 99th Annual Texas PTA Convention in The Woodlands was 
outstanding! I was proud to see so many attendees from Area 16, 
and it was fun to meet so many of you there. I hope you found your 
workshops to be inspirational and that you came back to your PTAs 
with fresh ideas and energized to finish out the school year! 
Officers were elected for 2008-2010, and we were treated to a 
keynote address by Attorney General Greg Abbott who unveiled his 
safe schools initiative partnered with Texas PTA. With Texas PTA 
turning 100 years old next year, you can expect celebrations to be 
held all over the state. Start planning ahead now to attend the 100th 
Convention in Austin Feb. 27-March 1! 

 
We had more snow this week (!), but believe it or not, spring is just 
around the corner. Your Area Board of Directors has been hard at 
work planning the Area 16 PTA Annual Meeting and Spring 
Conference, Destination PTA, to be held at Ranchview High 
School in Irving April 25-26. Look for more details in this newsletter 
and on our website. We sure hope you will each join us, and 
encourage many from your board to attend. On Friday evening, 
there will be a Leader Orientation Training. Babysitting, Spanish 
translation, and a box dinner are all available! On Saturday, the 
conference will feature informative workshops, a vendor fair, our 
annual meeting and election of officers, and a luncheon featuring 
very popular speaker Brenda Bird! Babysitting is available Saturday 
as well. Be sure to visit our website for registration materials – you 
won’t want to miss the pre-registration deadline of April 12. (Please 
note: You do not have to attend both Friday evening and Saturday 
to attend the conference!) 
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 From the President continued 
 
After Destination PTA, the next opportunity for workshops and networking with other PTA leaders 
from around the state is Summer Leadership Seminar in Austin July 25-27. Look for registration 
information to be mailed out some time after Spring Break, and information to be posted on the 
Texas PTA website. Please take a look at your budgets and ensure that funds are there to send 
attendees from your PTA.  Training is a legitimate and worthwhile use of PTA funds. Having trained 
leaders at your PTA goes a long way in preventing problems down the road, and attendees are 
guaranteed to come back with fresh ideas to share with the rest of the membership. I am issuing a 
challenge to each PTA to send at least one attendee to Summer Leadership Seminar. More 
about that in the next few months…. 
 
Finally, as your PTAs are by now in the midst of nominating committees and elections for next year’s 
officers, please let us know if you need any assistance or have questions about the process. Always 
consult your Texas PTA Handbook, but remember we are only a phone call away! 

 
Susanne Hutchinson 
President, Area 16 PTA 
President@Area16PTA.org 
972-355-6668 (home) 
817-291-4226 (cell) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 News 
On February 25, 2008, the Texas Area 16 PTA Nominating Committee submitted the following 
names for consideration for the 2008-2009 term: 

 
President Susanne Hutchinson 
Vice President Kay Smith 
Secretary Catherine Carlin 
Field Service Representative - North Sandi Dreer 
Field Service Representative - Central Karen Pynes 
Field Service Representative - South Open 

 
Elections will be held during Area 16 Spring Conference, April 26, 2008.   
 
Written nominations from the floor will be accepted until March 12.  If you are interested in a position, 
please submit a resume or brief history of PTA work to: 
Susanne Hutchinson 
2940 Woodway Drive, 
Flower Mound, TX   75028  

Area 16 Nominating Committee 
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Schedule: of Events 
                                                        

Fr iday, Apr il 25 
6:00 p.m.   Check in for Leader Orientation Training, babysitting, box dinner pick-up  

(pre-ordered only by April 12) 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Leader Orientation Training  

(pre-registered only by April 12) 
 

Saturday, Apr il 26 
8:15 - 11:00 a.m.  Registration open --  

bring your PTA Membership card!  
8:30 a.m. - 1:15 p.m Vendor Fair open 

 
9:00 - 9:45 a.m. Area 16 PTA Annual Meeting and Elections of Officers 

 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Workshop Session I 

 
11:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. Luncheon and Program.  Featured Speaker:  Brenda Bird 

(pre-ordered only by April 12) 
1:15 - 2:15 p.m.  Workshop Session II   

 
�  Babysitting is available both Fr iday and Saturday only if pre-registered by Apr il 12.  
�  Leader  Or ientation Training Tickets and Box Dinner  Tickets for  Fr iday are available only if pre-

registered by Apr il 12.  
�  Luncheon tickets for  Saturday are available only if pre-registered by Apr il 12.  
�  To pre-register , submit the attached form with payment made to Texas PTA Area 16. 
   

Scheduled Workshops*  
 

Session I :   Session I I : 
Presidents   Parliamentary Procedure/ How to Conduct a Meeting 
Treasurers    Accounting Software     
Arts in Education  Environmental 
Secretary   990s/Sales Tax 
Volunteers   Boardmanship/Conflict Resolution  
Membership   Programs/Parent Education 
Communications  Bylaws/Standing Rules 

*Please visit www.Area16PTA.org for workshop descriptions and more information.      
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Kay Smith, Area 16 Field Service Representative - South  
FSS@Area16PTA.org 
 

NEW C-FB ISD PTA ORGANIZED PRACTICALLY IN A DAY!      
 
Kelly Pre-K, a new school in Carrollton-Farmers Branch, organized its first PTA in the Fall of 2007.  
With the help of Kelly Pre-K principal Randi Wells, C-FB ISD Council PTA president Susan Scott, 
and Area 16 PTA Area Field Service Rep. Kay Smith – South, parents and teachers gathered at the 
school library after dropping off their children for the school day.  
 
The school staff provided breakfast foods and drink, Council PTA board member Sylvia Mazuera set 
up translating equipment for Spanish speaking participants, Council PTA membership chairman 
Jardann Moad arrived with membership forms ready to be filled out, and Council PTA treasurer Kitty 
Peed Pike was on hand to collect membership dues. 
 
Susan Scott and Kay Smith welcomed the parents and teachers, used a PTA power point to explain 
PTA and why everyone should join.  Once they determined that at least 20 attendees were present, 
they then proceeded to explain the need to form and approve their bylaws, then nominate and elect 
officers. 
 
Using a local PTA bylaws template, the participants voted on the name of their PTA, meeting dates 
for the year, membership dues, and officers/chairmen.  Once the Kelly Pre-K PTA bylaws were 
approved, a break was taken to allow everyone to pay membership dues. 
 
Once dues were collected and over 20 members were signed up, the meeting reconvened.  Agreeing 
to bypass electing a nominating committee, the new Kelly Pre-K PTA made nominations for officers 
from the floor.  Following parliamentary procedure, Kay Smith conducted the election and all officers 
were elected.   
 
Susan Scott and Kay Smith excitedly 
thanked everyone and congratulated them 
on their newly formed PTA.  The meeting 
was adjourned and the newly elected 
officers stayed to meet with Council 
president Scott and Area 16 FSR Smith to 
determine the next steps in getting a bank 
account, members to join, and paperwork 
completed to send to State PTA. 
 
And all of this was done in a few hours!  
Congratulations to Kelly Pre-K PTA.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field Service News 
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Field Service News continued 
 
Karen Pynes, Area 16 Field Service Representative - Central  
FSC@Area16PTA.org 
 

This has been a busy year for the Central area of Area 16!  The Colony has very busy PTAs, 
Lewisville and Little Elm are adding new elementary PTAs for the coming school year, and I©ve even 
helped out in Denton with an emerging Special Education PTSA.    

I am currently working on a special event for the PTAs in The Colony revolving around the sports that 
are so prevalent this time of year.  I©m calling it "Kids in Sports Fest", and the thought is to get some 
sports-oriented education available to the parents.  I have thought of doctors/nurses for 
avoiding/treating sports injuries, maybe a sporting good store for helping to fit shoes and equipment, 
a grocery store for healthy snack options and bicycle safety people.  There will of course be a PTA 
table to educate area parents about as well.  I do hope it benefits the Little Elm ISD too, because so 
many of your kids participate in The Colony sports.  This is still in the planning stages, awaiting 
approval from Parks and Rec.   If you have any ideas or want to help, don©t hesitate to contact me! 

Have a great summer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sandi Dreer, Area 16 Historian 
Historian@Area16PTA.org 

 
Among the Area 16 PTA Historians that met for the 1st Scrapbook 
Work Day on Saturday, March 1st were Karen Harris, Briarwood 
Middle School, LISD; and Dana Ingram,  
C-FB Council.  Ideas were shared and toys (Cricut and dye-sub 
photo printers) were played with. 
 
The deadline for Local Units and Councils that would like to participate in the Area 16 PTA 
Scrapbook Contest is approaching.  Scrapbooks, including eScrapbooks and Directories if not 
already sent, need to be delivered to Sandi Dreer by April 18th.  Scrapbooks and Directories will be 
returned at Spring Conference.   
 
Don©t worry if your scrapbook is not finished.  Your year isn©t finished, so just include what your PTA 
has done up to now.  Have fun creating your unit©s history. 

Historian 
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Marlene Steward, Area 16 Membership 
Membership@Area16PTA.org 
 
Congratulations to all who received Texas Life Memberships, National Life 
Memberships and Extended Service Awards. All your work for the children 
and PTA©s is greatly appreciated! 
  
The Spring Membership Drive ends on March 15, 2008, so be sure and 
mail any dues to State. If anyone joins after March 15th, send those dues, 
and they will apply to next year©s drive. 
  
Training for membership chairmen will be available at Area 16 Spring 
Conference. Details of the Conference are listed elsewhere in the 
newsletter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Area 16 PTA Web Site 

http://www.area16pta.org 
 
As the official Web site for the Area 16 PTA this can be a great source of information for you and 
your local PTA.  Area 16 is affiliated with both the Texas and National PTAs. 
  

·  Carrollton-Farmers Branch Council PTA Website:  http://www.cfbpta.org 
·  Denton Council PTA Website:  http://www.dentonisd.org/5124582465244/site/default.asp? 
·  Irving Council PTA Website:  http://www.irvingisd.net/pta/ 
·  Lake Dallas 
·  Lewisville Council PTA Website:  http://www.lisdpta.org/ 
·  Little Elm Council PTA Website:  http://pta.leisd.ws/ 

 
 
 

 

Free websites for every Texas PTA!      
Click here for more information  (requires TXPTA login) 

Membership 

Communications 



 

� � � � � � � � � � � � 	  Page 8  March 2008 

 
 
 
Karen Martin, Area 16 Money Matters Chairman 
MoneyMatters@Area16PTA.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tricia Gamez-Stallings, Area 16 Environmental Chairman 
Environmental@Area16PTA.org, 469-688-0140 
 
Attention Council Presidents and also schools without a Council: 
Entries for the Environmental Contest are due to state by 4/1/08. 
 
Please send them to: 
Texas PTA 
408 W.11 Street 
Austin, TX.  78701 
Attn: Environmental Contest Dept. 
 
Questions or concerns, contact me! 
 

 
 
 
The Denton County Environmental Task Force is pleased to 
sponsor the 2nd annual “My Favorite Tree” Contest for Grades K-4th and the 
“Environmental Essay” Contest for 5th Grade students residing in Denton 
County, TX, attending public, private or home school programs.  Entries are 
due by March 15.  Visit www.area16pta.org for more information. 

Money Matters 
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Environmental News 
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Now that we are all in the midst of forming Nominating Committees and holding elections, it is time to 
start thinking about recruiting new leaders and building our boards. 
 
Where are you finding new board members? How are you reaching out? Are you reaching beyond 
the few who always show up and do everything? Look for the group of moms who are there every 
day at pick up huddled together talking. Are they involved? Has anyone ever asked them? What 
about the grandparent who walks his grandson to school every day? Most people just want to be 
asked. What about at kindergarten round up? What a great time to get someone involved – right 
when their child is entering school for the first time. Don’t forget the teachers and staff, too. 
(Remember the “T” in PTA!) They are a wonderful resource to tap into. 
 
However you recruit new people, it is important to match a person’s skills to the job. The person who 
never smiles and doesn’t like to make things look pretty is probably not your best bet for Hospitality 
Chairman. That same person might just really enjoy working with numbers and be a terrific treasurer. 
Do you know someone who always seems to have big, creative ideas? They might make a wonderful 
Membership or Programs Chairman.  
 
Now that you’ve found those wonderful people – make sure they are trained! There are some 
opportunities coming up to get a jump-start on training for next year. The annual Area 16 PTA Spring 
Conference, Destination PTA, is April 25-26 at Ranchview High School in Irving. This conference 
features Leader Orientation Training on Friday, April 25, two sessions of workshops and a luncheon 
featuring popular speaker Brenda Bird on Saturday, April 26. Registration information and materials 
are available at www.area16pta.org. 
 
Please encourage your board to attend this training opportunity. They will feel more confident in the 
role they have volunteered for if they are trained, and then, more likely to volunteer the following year! 
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Area 16 Reflections Judging Results.  All "Award of Excellence" entries move on to State judging.   
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1. It’s close! No long drives and no need for overnight hotel stays! Ranchview High School is on 

Valley Ranch Parkway in Irving! 
2. It’s affordable! Registration fee is only $5! 
3. Babysitting is provided – see registration information for more 

details! 
4. Lots of different workshops to choose from! 
5. Experienced workshop presenters! Workshops are being taught by 

Texas PTA Board members Pam Becknal, Karen Martin, Heather 
Ashwell-Hair and Susanne Hutchinson. Experienced Area and 
Council leaders are also presenting workshops. 

6. Hear popular guest speaker Brenda Bird at the Luncheon! 
7. Get a head start on training for next year! 
8. Try out a workshop for a position you’re only thinking about taking! 
9. Vote in the 2008-2009 Area 16 PTA Officers. See the slate at 

www.area16pta.org. 
10. Take Leader Orientation Training – why wait until summer or fall? 

Spanish translation will be available! 
 
Registration form is on page 3.  Pre-registration and lunch RSVP ends April 12. Check back at 
www.area16pta.org for workshop descriptions coming soon!  
 
Be sure to forward registration materials to everyone on your board – and anyone who is even 
thinking about serving on your board next year – even if they have not been elected yet! 
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Officers   Email 

President Susanne Hutchinson President@Area16PTA.org 

Vice President Heather Ashwell-Hair VP@Area16PTA.org 

Secretary Janie McDuffie Secretary@Area16PTA.org 

Field Service Representative - North Open    

Field Service Representative - Central Karen Pynes FSC@Area16PTA.org 

Field Service Representative - South Kay Smith FSS@Area16PTA.org 

Parliamentarian Carol Kyer Parliamentarian@Area16PTA.org 

Historian Sandi Dreer Historian@Area16PTA.org 

      

Committee Chairmen     

Arts in Education Sherry Coffman ArtsInEd@Area16PTA.org 

Communications/Publicity Catherine Carlin Webmaster@Area16PTA.org 

Environmental Tricia Gamez-Stallings Environmental@Area16PTA.org 

Legislative/Advocacy Sounjalynne Mata Legislative@Area16PTA.org 

Membership/Inclusion Marlene Steward Membership@Area16PTA.org 

Money Matters Karen Martin MoneyMatters@Area16PTA.org 

Parent Education/Programs Open  

      

Council Presidents     

Carrollton-Farmers Branch Susan Scott CFBISD@Area16PTA.org 

Denton Linda Thompson DISD@Area16PTA.org 

Irving Lulu Cruz IISD@Area16PTA.org 

Lake Dallas Marvlous Gowans LDISD@Area16PTA.org 

Lewisville Kris Vaughn LISD@Area16PTA.org 

Little Elm Tiffany Troxclair LEISD@Area16PTA.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2007-2008 Area 16 Board 
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Parents will learn: 

·  The various ways  predators manipulate youth via the internet 

·  The ease in which predators lure youth, out of their homes, through chatting online 

·  Methods predators use to track  online member files 

·  Information about file sharing programs such as Lime Wire 

·  Resources such as the latest security software for computers 
 

This program is the result of the collaborative efforts of officers from numerous federal 
agencies such as The Secret Service and ICAC-Internet Crimes Against Children. 
 

For more information, please contact Marvlous Gowans at 214-693-8459 
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Saturday, April 19, 2008 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

 

Killough North High School Cafeteria 
1301 Summit 

Lewisville 75057 
 

Are you a PTA volunteer, teacher, coach, scout troop or church leader?  Do 
you need to raise funds for your organization?  If so, then the VENDOR 

FAIR is perfect for you!!  Jump in and get an “in person” chance to see what 
area vendors have to offer. 

 
Over 100 LISD approved vendors will be presenting their wares. 

 

The group with the most attendees wins $100!! 
(Open to the public) 
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Spring into 
the 

VENDOR  FAIR 
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March 
Music in Our Schools Month  

www.menc.org 
   National Women's History Month 

www.nwhp.org 
   National Nutrition Month 

www.eatright.org  
 
March 10 
ªWho is Cyberstalking Your Childrenº Part 1 
     presented by Lake Dallas ISD Council PTA 
 
March 15 
Due to Texas PTA 

·  Spring membership dues and report 
forms 

·  Spring membership Award 
Achievement entries 

Denton County Environmental Task Force    
     Environmental Contest entries due 

 
April 
National Youth Sports Safety Month 
     www.nyssf.org/campaign.html 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
     www.preventchildabuse.org 
National Alcohol Awareness Month 
     www.ncadd.org 
National Library Media Month 
     www.ala.org 
 
April 1 
Due to Texas PTA 

·  Environmental Awareness Contest 
entries  

·  High School Senior Art in Education 
Scholarship application 

 
 
 

April 12 
Pre-Registration deadline for  
     Destination PTA Spring Conference  
 
April 18 
Scrapbooks, eScrapbooks & Directories due 
 
April 19 
Lewisville Council PTA Vendor Fair 
 
April 25 
Leader Orientation Training 
     Ranchview High School 
 
April 26 

·  Area 16 Spring 
Conference: 
Destination PTA 

·  C-FB Council PTA 
Vendor Fair 

 
May 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month 
     www.apaha.org 
National Physical Fitness and Sports Month 
     www.fitness.gov 
National Bike Month 
     www.bikeleague.org/programs/bikemonth/ 
 
May 1 
Due to Texas PTA 

·  Officer information forms  
·  Council PTA Activity Report Forms  
·  Outstanding Council PTA Newsletter 

Award entries  
·  Council PTA Parent Education Award 

entries  
 
July 25-27 
Summer Leadership Seminar 
 

   
www.Area16PTA.org www.TXPTA.org www.PTA.org 

Calendar of Events 
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Area 16 Newsletter 
www.area16pta.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Area PTA 16 Newsletter is published three times per year ± September, December, and March 
 
 

Area 16 Board of Directors 
President: Susanne Hutchinson 
1st Vice President: Heather Ashwell-Hair 
Secretary: Janie McDuffie 
Area Field Service Representatives: 
     South: Kay Smith 
     Central: Karen Pynes 
     North: Open 
Parliamentarian: Carol Kyer 
Historian: Sandi Dreer 
Arts in Education Chairman: Sherry Coffman 
Communications Chairman: Catherine Carlin 
Money Matters Chairman: Karen Martin 

Environmental Chair: Tricia Gamez-Stallings 
Legislative Chairman: Sounjalynne Mata 
Membership/Inclusion:  Marlene Steward 
Parent Ed/Programs:  Open  
Carrollton-Farmers Branch Council President:    
 Susan Scott 
Denton Council President: Linda Thompson 
Irving Council President: Lulu Cruz 
Lake Dallas Council President: 

Marvlous Gowans 
Lewisville Council President: Kris Vaughn      
Little Elm Council President: Tiffany Troxclair 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Area 16 PTA 
Susanne Hutchinson, President 
www.area16pta.org 


