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From the President 
Karen Martin, Area President 
 
“Parting is such sweet sorrow.” Juliet 
 
My Convention highlights were meeting National PTA President Anna 
Weselak and previewing Texas PTA’s underage drinking documentary, 
“Party 101-Consequences.” Produced in partnership with the 
Independent Insurance Agents of Texas, it’s a sobering look at the 
personal and collective ramifications of poor choices. The weekend was 
bittersweet, realizing how much I’ll miss the comradery of 17 Area 
Presidents I deeply admire. 
 
Area 16 opted to place its training eggs in the Spring Conference basket 
the weekend after Easter, giving Councils Fall Workshop domain. When 
we ask busy parents and educators to sacrifice Saturdays, we have high 
expectations for quality. Ideal for emerging and burned-out PTA leaders, 
it will energize and equip us for future service. Even with 30 years on 
Boards, 20 years in nonprofit management and 12 in PTA, I’ve yet to 
come away empty-handed when intent on learning. Don’t miss the 
networking, competitions, elections and Sharon Goldblatt, 2nd Vice 
President, Texas PTA. Lewisville Council of PTAs is appreciated for 
hosting our inaugural event. 
 
Council Activity reports, local unit, Council and Area rosters are due to 
Austin May 1. Post-Convention Bylaws templates for local units are 
available online. Model the habit and preach to your Boards the 
importance of “checking websites” for dates and deadlines posted as a 
ready resource. Council Presidents’ training is the first weekend of 
June—be sure Nominating Committees have that date. Audit and 
Nominating committees should be appointed and function in person—not 
via email! Summer Seminar is July 20-22. 
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From the President continued 
 
Susanne Hutchinson, Heather Ashwell-Hair and 
Virginia Browne are thanked for encouraging me to 
accept the AP nomination last spring. Janie 
McDuffie, Ronda Huffstetler, Irving Council Boards 
and Boards I’ve reported to sharpened leadership 
skills. Michelle Humphreys said at our installation 
“great things” were expected of this Area. As I 
leave office in favor of family and work, I desire 
great things for Area 16. Area considerations are 
broader than Councils’ provincial thinking. Boards 
function best when they represent varying 
backgrounds--seasoned and emerging leaders, 
educators, parents, grandparents, employed and 
“retired”, males and females, urban, rural, new and 
established Councils. We check hometown hats at 
the door, striving for what’s best for the Area, and 
ultimately the children of Texas. I’ve enjoyed 
“adopting” all 175 units. 
 
After the torch is passed, I will be active at 
MacArthur High and perhaps the Area Board. A 
new position as a Major Gift Officer for Baylor 
University-Waco requires travel and a 24-7 
mentality. I’m extremely grateful for exposure to the 
Texas PTA Board & Staff, Past Presidents, and the 
Area 16 Board members who’ve done a superlative 
job and blessed this experience. Notably, CFB 
Council President Heather Ashwell-Hair handled 
Area Reflections in the absence of a Chairman and 
facing weather issues, for which she received 
praise at January’s Board meeting. Pam Becknal is 
a cherished friend and provides enormous support 
to Area 16 as Region VP. 
 
As scribbled in my high school yearbooks, and 
possibly yours, “Stay Sweet.” 
 
Karen 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership 
Kris Vaughn,  
Membership Area 16 
 
Special Agent Vaughn 
reporting that our second 
milestone date for this 
mission has arrived. March 15 marks the end of 
your Spring Membership Campaign. 
 

What if someone joins our PTA 
after March 15th? 

Process the new memberships as you normally 
would. Membership is accepted at any time during 
the year. Dues and names received in the Texas 
PTA office after March 31 will be posted to the new 
membership reporting year. 
 

Your mission is not yet over 
The duties of a Special Agent in PTA Membership 
focus on the entire school year. As you know, we 
can accept new recruits at any time. Now is a great 
time to review your membership procedure book 
and organize all the “evidence” from your 
successful 2006 – 2007 mission. 
 
 

Special Agent Training 
Be sure to take advantage of the training that will 
be available at the Area 16 Spring Conference 
being held Saturday, April 14 at Shadow Ridge 
Middle School in Flower Mound. See additional 
details in this newsletter for registration. Summer 
Leadership Seminar in Austin is a wonderful 
opportunity to network with other “agents” and 
receive further training for your PTA duties. It is 
held in Austin July 20 – 22. 
 
 

Tools for Your Mission 
 

www.pta.org/local_leadership 
 
www.txpta.org/members/membership.html 
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Nominating Committee Report 
Mia Simmons, Nominating Committee Chair, on 
behalf of Marlene Steward and Kris Vaughn 
confirms the following slate of officers to lead Area 
16 for the 2007-2008 year: 
 
 
In accordance with Standing Rules, the President 
must have served on the Area Board for 1 year. All 
officers shall be Leadership Orientation Trainers 
before the election or within 3 months post-
election. (before July 14) 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT: Susanne Hutchinson, 

Flower Mound 
 
Nominee Qualifications: Hutchinson, a Texas PTA 
Life Member, is completing two years as Lewisville 
ISD Council President. She organized Volunteers 
staffing the past 2 Conventions and 2006 Summer 
Seminar. Her 9 years in PTA include Area Board 
titles of Field Service Rep, Parliamentarian, 
Membership Chair, and Spring Conference 
Credentials-Registration Chair. Susanne is chairing 
the 2007 Area 16 Spring Conference Committee. 
An LOT trainer, she has been a National PTA 
Convention delegate. She is the mother of an 8th 
grade son and a former elementary school 
educator. 
 
 
VICE PRESIDENT: Heather Ashwell-Hair, 

Carrollton 
 
Nominee Qualifications: Ashwell-Hair is the mother 
of 3—college, high school and middle school aged. 
Completing her 2nd year as CFB Council President, 
she acted in the capacity of Arts in Education 
Chairman for Area 16 when the position remained 
vacant this year. An LoT trainer, PTA experience 
the past 11 years includes Environmental and Arts 
in Ed, Parent Ed, Treasurer, Parliamentarian, 
Yearbook, Book Fair, President and VP. Heather 
has received the Texas Life and Extended Service 
Awards. She once broadcast her own radio show 
focusing on Parent Education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nominating Committee Report continued 
 
SECRETARY:  Janie McDuffie, Irving 
 
Nominee Qualifications: McDuffie has 3 grown 
children who are graduates of Irving’s Nimitz High 
School. The former preschool teacher has held 
virtually every PTA position at the local, Council 
and Area levels. She is currently Area 16 
Secretary. An LoT trainer, she served as Secretary 
and Parliamentarian for the former Area 10. Irving 
Council President 1993-1995, Janie attends 
Council, Area and State events. A Texas Life, 
Extended Service and Life Achievement Award 
recipient, she has seen National Convention and 
mentors PTA volunteers. For the past 5 years, she 
cared for her parents in their home. 
 
 
FIELD SERVICE REP-South (Irving, CFB, Coppell):
 Kay Smith, Carrollton 
 
Nominee Qualifications: Smith has been involved in 
PTA for 22 years starting at Early Childhood. The 
FSR-South incumbent and former CFB Council 
President enjoys teaching LoT and Presidents 
workshops. Experience includes Directory, Public 
Relations, Parliamentarian, Yearbook, organizing 
units, 1st VP, Programs and newsletter. Kay, the 
mother of 3 graduates with a 14 year-old daughter 
currently enrolled, has a grandson, 1. A former 
speech pathologist, she works for her husband’s 
business. She is a Texas Life and Extended 
Service Award recipient. 
 
 
FIELD SERVICE REP-Central 
(Lewisville, Little Elm): Karen Pynes, The Colony 
 
Nominee Qualifications: Pynes recently assumed 
the position of Treasurer on the Lewisville Council 
Board. A resident of the Colony, she is President of 
The Colony Early Childhood PTA. In that role, she 
has presented workshops at Seminar and 
Convention. The mother of two spent 10 years in 
the software development field. She served 
Ethridge Elementary PTA as Parliamentarian and 
has compiled the Lewisville Council Directory. 
 
FIELD SERVICE REP-North (Denton, Lake Dallas): 
 Vacant  
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Area 16 Field Representative Central 
Leeanne Pritchard 
Area Field Rep Central 
 
It is hard to believe that we are on the down hill 
slide to our first year as an Area. It has been an 
honor to serve with such dedicated women who 
have been on this new adventure. We are blessed 
to have such strong women that truly embody the 
word “child advocate”. 
 
I am even prouder of the newest Council in Little 
Elm as they have found their way in pulling all of 
the local PTAs together to assemble a formidable 
team. Being the first to start the wheel is 
sometimes challenging, but to see it smoothly fall 
into place is a great accomplishment and 
Stephanie Phipps and the Little Elm Board have 
worked hard and they have been a good team. I 
am glad that I could be a part of that team. 
 
Please remember that Spring Conference is 
coming and is an opportunity to get a head start for 
the coming school year for the new leaders, it is 
always good to have twice as much knowledge to 
do a good job and to be prepared for new 
challenges. 
 
This wraps up my two year term as Area Field Rep 
for Area 11/16. I wish the coming group the best of 
luck and to continue as the BEST Area in Texas 
PTA. 
 
 
 

Council Spotlight 
Carrollton-Farmers Branch 
Council of PTAs 
 
Heather Ashwell-Hair, 
President, C-FB ISD 
Council of PTAs 

 
 

We do all this and so much more!  
For more information, please contact Heather Ashwell-
Hair, ash.hair@tx.rr.com  
 
 
 

Council Spotlight continued 
 
Clothes Closet; open twice per month for new socks, 
underwear, and uniforms, and gently used clothes. 

Appreciation for schools without PTAs; centers such as 
AEP, alternative high school, and diagnostic centers that 
serve any student in our district but usually short term or 
as consultants. 

Reflections 

Recognition of Local Units- “Piece of Cake Program” ; 
units with increased membership, reported volunteer 
hours, LOT and Council meeting attendance earn a cake 
for their final PTA meeting. 

Outstanding volunteer program; awards each meeting. 

Legislative guardians 

L ife member reception 

Training- spring and fall, lunch and shares, LOT, 
individual, SLS attendance grants 

Opportunity at Vendor/Program Fair; to shop for 
programs and innovative fundraising ideas. 

Networking; at president meetings and lunch and share 
workshops 
 

Founders day Principal/President lunch 

Administrators lunch; to thank all the administrators in 
the district for their hard work and assistance 

Reaching out- Conference Call access to president 
meetings, Wwebex training 

Multicultural; workshops, support, instant translation at 
meetings  

Environment –Active promotion of recycling, 
environmental awareness contest 

Recognition by our school district- “Faces of PTA” On 
Demand Video on www.cfbisd.edu  

School board appreciation; annual school board meeting 
presentation 
 

Book sale (Gently Used); in partnership with the C-FB 
ISD Educational Foundation 

Resource for Parent Education 

Assistant Superintendent panel discussion; council 
meeting program 

Newsletter; hard copy and online 

Communication; frequent emails and check out our 
website www.cfbisdptacouncil.com  

Hand in Hand partnership with the school district; 
together everyone is more successful! 
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Council Spotlight 
Little Elm Council of PTAs 
 
Stephanie Phipps, 
President, Little Elm ISD 
Council of PTAs 
http://pta.leisd.ws 

 

 
 
Busy time of year. 
 
As we are approaching our last meeting in April, 
where the officers for the 2007-08 year will be 
elected, we aren©t slowing down. April 28th is our 
tentative date for the first vendor fair to be hosted 
by our first year council. We have received a lot of 
inquiries about the fair and expect to have in 
attendance many good companies that offer 
programs, fundraising, spirit wear, etc …options for 
our local PTAs. All PTAs especially those near 
Little Elm will be invited to attend. 
 
At our February meeting, we had a wonderful 
turnout of families who came to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the Reflections Program 
Participants. Lakeside Jr. High hosted our meeting 
and the theater was decorated with the entries. 
Roseanna Steen, Council Arts in Education 
chairman, recognized each participant and 
distributed Council and Area awards. 
 
The nominating committee was elected at the 
February meeting. Chairman Lisa Hooten met with 
the committee and has posted the following as the 
slate of officers to be presented at the April 
meeting: President – Stephanie Phipps, 1st Vice 
President – Diane Zaccarelli, 2nd Vice President – 
Shawnda Runyan, Secretary – Sandi Dreer and 
Treasurer – Jennifer Russell. 
 
In addition to encouraging the attendance at the 
Area Spring Conference on April 14, upcoming 
training opportunities will be a bylaws workshop 
and a planned LOT at the Vendor Fair. 
 
It has been a productive year getting the council 
formed and we are already discussing ideas for 
next year on how to make each Local PTA be as 
strong a unit as possible with our support. We 
appreciate the support that the Lewisville Council 
and Area 16 have provided our charter year. 
 

 

Area 16 PTA Web Site 

 
www.area16pta.org 

 
As the official Web site for the Area 16 PTA 
this can be a great source of information for 
you and your Area PTA. Area 16 is affiliated 
with both the Texas and National PTAs. 
 
Texas Area 16 PTA includes: Argyle ISD, 
Aubrey ISD, Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD, 
Callisburg ISD, Coppell ISD, Denton ISD, 
Gainesville ISD, Irving ISD, Krum ISD, Lake 
Dallas ISD, Lewisville ISD, Little Elm ISD, Pilot 
Point ISD, Ponder ISD, Sanger ISD, Valley 
View ISD, and Walnut Bend ISD. It also 
includes the following Council of PTAs: 
 
Carrollton-Farmers Branch 
www.cfbisdptacouncil.com 
 
Denton 
www.dentonisd.org/5124582465244/site/default.asp 
 
Irving 
www.irvingisd.net/pta/ 
 
Lake Dallas, 
http://www.lakedallasmiddleschool.org/council.html 
 
Lewisville 
http://www.lisdpta.org/ 
 
Little Elm  
http://pta.leisd.ws 
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Congratulations to everyone who’s work advanced 
to the Area 16 level of judging. Our judges had a 
hard time choosing one piece over another. 

�
Every piece was outstanding! 

Work which received a Reflections of Excellence 
award, advanced to State level judging.�
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Congratulations 
to All Reflections Participants! 

 
And 

Special Thanks to All 
The Chairmen who made it Happen. 

 

Heather Ashwell-Hair, Chairman 
�

 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

Lewisville Council Meeting 
March 14 9:30 am 
Program:  Child Nutrition Month, 
Featured speaker: Faye Elahi, MA, 
MS 
 
Lake Dallas Council Meeting 
March 14 

Deadline 
March 15 
Due to Texas PTA 

·  Membership dues and report forms 
 
Irving Council Meeting 
March 19 9:00 am 
Brainstorming meeting with any and all presidents to 
work through any problems with their units and for new 
ideas for programs 
 
Region V LoT Trainers’ Course 
March 24 in Irving 
 
Irving Council Meeting 
March 21 9:00 am 
Program:  Potpourri of Texas PTA Programs 
 
Deadline 
April 1:  PTA Awards Forms due to Area 
 
Carrollton-Farmers Branch Council Vendor Fair 
April 4  9:00 am - noon 
 
Lewisville Council Meeting 
April 11  9:30 am 
Program:  Dr. Wayne C. Starin from the Doctor’s 
Speakers Bureau will present a workshop on stress 
 
 
 

Deadline 
April 14 
For award consideration, due to Area: 

·  Council Historian’s Books 
·  Council Directories/Yearbooks 
·  Council PTA Environmental Awards Forms 

 
Annual Meeting/Spring Conference 
April 14     Noon - 8:00 pm 
Shadow Ridge Middle School 
2050 Aberdeen 
Flower Mound, TX 75028 
 
Lewisville Council Vendor Fair 
April 28  9:00 am - noon 
 
Irving Council Meeting 
May 2  9:00 am 
Officer Elections, Installations, Awards  
 
Carrollton-Farmers Branch Council Meeting 
May 9  9:30 am 
Program:  Taste of Fine Arts (C-FB Students) 
 
Lewisville Council Meeting 
May 9  9:30 am 
Program:  Laura Clancy from LISD – Learning Beyond 
the Bell (LBB) will discuss their program and challenges.  
 
Lake Dallas Council Meeting 
May 16   
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Area PTA 16 Newsletter is published three times per year – September, December, and March 
 
 

Area 16 Board of Directors 
President: Karen Martin 
1st Vice President: Lezlee Neel 
Secretary: Janie McDuffie 
Area Field Service Representatives: 
     South: Kay Smith 
     Central: Leeanne Pritchard 
     North: --open-- 
Parliamentarian: Sharon Smith 
Historian: Marlene Steward 
Awards Chairman: Donna Rice 
Communications Chairman: Catherine Carlin 
Money Matters Chairman: Karen Rosenthal 

Environmental Chairman: Mia Simmons 
Legislative Chairman: Cheryl Bogart 
Membership Chairman: Kris Vaughn 
Carrollton-Farmers Branch Council President:    
     Heather Ashwell-Hair 
Denton Council President: Stacy Crumpton 
Irving Council President: Ronda Huffstetler 
Lake Dallas Council President: 
     Marvlous Gowans 
Lewisville Council President:  
     Susanne Hutchinson 
Little Elm Council President:Stephanie Phipps 
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