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From the President v,g}»\
Susanne Hutchinson, 4
Area President A\ 4

What a great year! The PTAs in Area 16 were certainly busy this
year doing lots of great things for kids and schools. Your Councils
provided lots of great training and programs and are already busy
planning next year’'s events.

As you reflect on the 2007-2008 school year, take some time to
make notes for your procedure book on things that worked well and
things that need some improvement. Your successor will certainly
appreciate the insight! Also, be sure to take some time to thank all
the volunteers who worked so hard to pull off the many
accomplishments of your PTA.

As you look ahead for 2008-2009, here are some things to keep in

mind:
Recruiting volunteers — are you reaching out to new people
and new groups? It's easy to say nobody is stepping up, but
there are lots of people out there just waiting to be asked.
Planning — make a point to have a goal-setting session with
your board. Make sure everyone is on the same page going
into next year. Conflicts can often be avoided when a board
is working together on shared goals.
Make training a top priority! Be sure your board knows
about all the training opportunities available, and ensure
that funds are in the budget. My dream is to see budgets
where the line item for training far exceeds the line item for
hospitality.
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From the President continued

Put the 100" Texas PTA Convention on your calendar and make plans now for your PTA to
attend this historic event February 27-March 1 2009 in Austin.

Thank you for all you have done for PTA and for kids and
your schools this year. | look forward to seeing you all in
Austin in July at Summer Leadership Seminar. Be sure to
attend the Area Rally on Friday afternoon so we can all head
to the Seventh Inning Stretch together!

Susanne Hutchinson
President, Area 16 PTA
President@Areal6PTA.org
972-355-6668 (home)
817-291-4226 (cell)
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End of Year Checklist

Appoint an audit committee to check for financial responsibility. The audit committee will
present its report for adoption at the first general meeting of the year.

Adopt the 2008-2009 budget at your last general meeting.
Send in Local Officer Information form to Texas PTA by May 1. Send in

changes and updates after that time.

Send a roster of your officers and chairmen to Council PTA.

v
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Give your Council Delegates the dates for the 2008-2009 Council

general meetings.

Finish procedure book with updates to pass on to your replacement.
Set a time frame for officers and chairmen to pass procedure books and materials on to their

replacements.
Ensure that your board signs up for Summer Seminar!
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2008-2010 Texas PTA Board

POSITION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

President

Jan Wilkerson

janwpta@consolidated.net

First Vice President

Sharon Goldblatt

shgdancer@verizon.net

Second Vice President Karen Slay kidsarentcargo@swbell.net
Secretary Becky Reynolds Brey57pta@yahoo.com
Treasurer Kathy Coffman ptamoney@yahoo.com
Historian Tonita Franklin tdfmarykay@aol.com

Region | Vice President
Portfolio: Early Childhood
Areas 7,8 &9

Rosie Wilkinson

rwilknson@aol.com

Region Il Vice President
Portfolio: Board Welfare
Areas 10, 11 & 12

Lisa Holbrook

lisaholbrook60@comcast.net

Region Il Vice President
Portfolio: Inspiration
Areas 1,2,3&4

Jennifer King

jennyking@quarterwaygin.com

Region IV Vice President
Portfolio: Special Needs
Areas 6,5 & 18

Chris Lloyd

chris1907@aol.com

Region V Vice President
Portfolio: Events Volunteer Coordinator
Areas 15, 16 & 17

Renee Walker

brbmcwalker@msn.com

Region VI Vice President Kari Blocher karilblocher@aol.com

Portfolio: Secondary Schools

Areas 13 & 14

Arts In Education Chairman Terri Bieber art.reach@earthlink.net

Board Development Chairman Karen Martin kmartpta@yahoo.com
Councils Chairman Kathy Blair bkblair@tx.rr.com

Diversity Chairman Omar Lopez txpta_inclusive@cpse-K16.com
Environmental Chairman Heather Ashwell-Hair ash.hair@tx.rr.com

Leadership Chairman Pam Becknal pgbecknal@sbcglobal.net

Legislative Action Chairman

Leah Filzow-Perez

leahlperez@verizon.net

Membership Chairman

Larriann Curtis

peonies@austin.rr.com

Parent Education Programming
Chairman

Heather Ashwell-Hair

ash.hair@tx.rr.com

Parent Involvement Chairman

Trish McMinn

mcminnpta@sbcglobal.net

Youth Protection Chairman

Melodye Davis

melodyepta@comcast.net

Healthy Lifestyles Consultant

Carey Dabney

dabney@texas.net

Member-At-Large

Susanne Hutchinson

hutchptal@verizon.net

Member-At-Large

Helen Warwick

hwarwick@charter.net

Member-At-Large

Jeanette Duron

jeanette.duron@shcglobal.net

Member-At-Large

Karin Plotts

kplotts@comcast.net

Member-At-Large

Becky Godell

bgodell@galenparkisd.com
beckygodell@kingwoodcable.net

Member-At-Large Alternate #1

Cheryl Edwards

grammex7@sbcglobal.net

Member-At-Large Alternate #2

Lupe Morales

prayer23@elp.rr.com
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Terri Bieber, Texas PTA Arts in Education Chairman

2008-2009 Program Theme: "WOW!”

Ellie Haynie’s photograph titled
“Tomatoes in Coppell” went all the way
to State!

Texas PTA is sharing best practices of our Arts in Education Committees. Below is a recent interview with
Linda Farias, 2007-2008 Reflections Program Coordinator for Kent Elementary (C-FB ISD Council),
where she shares her great Reflections Program ideas with our Texas PTAs.

How did you initiate the Reflections Program at your school?

My daughter has entered the Reflection Program every year since the 1* grade! This was my first year as a local chair. |
tried to build a lot of excitement for the kids to participate. | sent home a flyer every Tuesday as a reminder and to count
down to the deadline. | also went on the morning announcements and interviewed the past winners. The kids brought their
trophies, ribbons, and plaques from Council, Area, State, and National. The kids gave a shout out what the current theme
was and the due date. The kids just LOVE being on the announcements! We also put up posters and fliers all over the
school.

How did you award the students at your school?

At Kent Elementary we give out awards for Reflections of Excellence, Outstanding Merit, Merit, Honorable Mention, and a
participation ribbon. A coupon to Jason’s Deli was also given to each participant. We had so many participants; we gave
Jason’s Deli a lot of recognition for their donation. We judged our PreK/K separately to make sure our little ones were
recognized as well. For literature at the school level we also recognize by our own unique categories Prose, Poetry, and
Short Story for special recognition, but then grouped them back together as literature when we sent the winners on to
Council.

Tons of recognition!

After our awards at the school level we acknowledge the kids on the announcements again. After council and area awards
are announced, our students once again bask in the spotlight of the announcements. Our PTA invites the winners up on
stage to be recognized during the evening meeting in front of parents. We also have special group pictures taken of the
kids for the yearbook. It seems the praise and acknowledgment never stops. | also made announcements in the school
newsletter, and winners at each level were recognized there as well. Our Council had an awards ceremony too - the kids
received ribbons and trophies at this level which added to the experience of all the winners who advanced in Reflections.

Something Extra Special Happened

A special thing happened at Kent this year. One of our winners was actually in the special needs class. It was so
heartwarming to see how excited he was and to be recognized for his artwork. His collage was not judged separately, but
judged in his intermediate age group which made it all the more special and meaningful. We had some other students
who were also going through some difficult times, it seemed it really gave them a boost in self esteem to have their art
recognized and let their inner artist bloom and reveal they had a special talent.

Thank you Linda Farias for sharing your Reflection Program ideas, and for all that you do for
the students at Kent and our PTA!
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Sounjalynne Mata, Area 16 Legislative Chairman

As this school year comes to a close, please be reminded that the summer months will still provide
time for those who wish for a chance to brush up on the information for the upcoming Legislative
Session in 2009.

The Texas PTA Legislative Priorities for the 2009 Legislative Session are as follows: Improve Indoor
Air Quality of School Busses, Strengthen Child Passenger Restraint Laws, Promote Healthy
Lifestyles through Increased Physical Activity, Rigorous Implementation of the Texas Public School
Nutrition Policy, Support for Comprehensive Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Programs, and
Parent Education, Restrict Use of Cellular Technology by Teens while Driving a Motor Vehicle,
Secure Passage of a Smoke Free Workplace Law, Safe Schools, Oppose Vouchers. The Texas PTA
may also support the effort to secure funding for seat belts on school buses. For a detailed
explanation of all of these positions, you can view the complete Texas PTA Legislative Agenda at
http://www.txpta.org/members/legis-Priorities.html.

Texas PTA feels that these legislative objectives will be of benefit for all of the
children of Texas.

Please be aware that the Texas PTA position is to support legislative positions
only, not political parties or candidates. Please keep this in mind when talking
about political parties or candidates. Always attempt to be clear and concise to
make sure that those you are speaking to do not assume or misinterpret what is
said as PTA support. Keep on point and refer to the Texas PTA website if
necessary.

The next step in advocacy is the process of voting. In this effort it is fine to encourage the voting
process. If you know of anyone who is not registered to vote, you can direct them to
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/regvr.shtml so that they can register or update their
information for a new voter registration card.

The next step in the voting process is to know who your state representatives are, which can be
found at http://www.capitol.state.tx.us. Once you have this information, you will be able to write letters
and/or set up meetings to address the targeted issues that Texas PTA has for our 2009 legislative
goals.

On the national level, this is a presidential election year, which is why it is
even more important to involve parents who have been previously active in
the voting process. Effective change can only come from being involved in the
electoral process and the more parental support, the better chance that we
have to reach our legislative goals. Every vote counts!

Have a restful and wonderful summer.
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It's not too late to batter up! You can still register for Summer Leadership Seminar in Austin, July 25-
27. Advance registration of $85 ends June 30. Information and registration materials are at
www.txpta.org. Don’t miss out on all the action! If you have never attended Summer Leadership
Seminar before, or if you haven’t gone in a long time, here is why you want to go this year:

Lots of brand new workshops!

All-Star Dads track just for you-know-who....Dads!

Lots of free time for networking and visiting the Exhibit Hall and Market
Join us for the 7" Inning Stretch on Friday night!

Centennial Breakfast on Sunday to support the events marking the 100"
birthday of Texas PTA

Free websites for every Texas PTA!

Visit www.txpta.org for more information
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Officers Email

President Susanne Hutchinson President@Areal6PTA.org

Vice President Kay Smith VP@Areal6PTA.org

Secretary Catherine Carlin Secretary@Areal6PTA.org

Field Service Representative - North Sandi Dreer FSN@Areal6PTA.org

Field Service Representative - Central |Karen Pynes FSC@Areal6PTA.org

Field Service Representative - South | Jennifer Saenz FSS@Areal6PTA.org
Parliamentarian Carol Kyer Parliamentarian@Areal6PTA.org
Historian Dana Ingram Historian@Areal6PTA.org

Committee Chairmen

Communications/Publicity

Stephanie Phipps

Webmaster@Areal6PTA.org

Inclusiveness

Tricia Gamez-Stallings

Inclusiveness@Areal6PTA.org

Legislative/Advocacy

Sounjalynne Mata

Legislative@Areal6PTA.org

Council Presidents

Carrollton-Farmers Branch

Susan Scott

CFBISD@Areal6PTA.org

Denton Linda Thompson DISD@Areal6PTA.org
Irving Lulu Cruz ISD@Areal6PTA.org
Lake Dallas Venessa Augustin LDISD@Areal6PTA.org
Lewisville Kris Vaughn LISD@Areal6PTA.org
Little Elm Tiffany Troxclair LEISD@Areal6PTA.org

PTA Publications

National PTA

http://www.pta.org/pr our children magazine.html

Texas PTA

The Voice

everpchild. omevoice.
http://www.txpta.org/members/Voice.html
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Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD Council PTA
Susan Scott, President

Carrollton-Farmers Branch Council PTA Celebrates Another Award Winning Year!

‘ C-FB Council PTA was awarded the Outstanding Large Council by Texas PTA for
the second year in a row. This is also their 5™ time to win out of the past 6 years.
They are doing lots of great projects; see below.

C-FB PTAs serve families of students through our Clothes Closet service project. We clothed
over 240 families and provided two new uniforms for 709 children.

Summer Leadership Seminar grants totaling $3000 were awarded to 6 Local PTAs and 9
people were able to attend for the first time. One recipient said. “The Summer Leadership
Seminar has taught me so much! | am excited for the new year to start! | am excited to get
more parents involved & | learned to get them involved not by guilt but by excitement and |
think | can bring that with me.”

Council trained our local PTA board members through tea parties, traditional Officer & Chair
training, 990 Sales Tax Party, and an on-line Bylaw Revision Party at a computer lab. “By
8:30 tonight, we helped 10 PTAs complete the revision process. All revisions were
successfully emailed to their home emails and burned to CDs and ready to present. People
were excited about the group setting, amazed at the ease and elated to have successfully
completed that part of the process.”

We have a captive audience of families waiting in line at our Clothes Closet. At times the line
can be 20 families long, and a one hour wait -- outside, hot or cold, rain or shine. We selected
some topics and started showing short videos (10-20 minutes) in Spanish and English. We
also got information of school district and city services available to all citizens (libraries, parent
education, English classes, adult education, volunteer procedures at schools, etc.) All of this
information is available in English and Spanish. Time is one of our most precious and limited
resources. We have turned unproductive queuing time into a positive learning experience.

What till you see what we are doing next year!!!

Sometimes winning is about the try. We all know we can’t win the lottery without a ticket. And we
can't win a Texas PTA award without letting Texas PTA know what we are doing. Have you
completed your award form? It's due June 1°.

Area 16 PTA Web Site

www.areal6bpta.org
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Council News continued

Lewisville ISD Council PTA

Kris Vaughn, President

Lewisville ISD Council would like to thank all the PTAs in Area 16 for their time and
effort this year to promote and support the mission of PTA. It has been a pleasure

‘ serving as Council President for Lewisville ISD and getting to know many of you
from the other councils.

Everyone is welcome to attend our Leader Orientation Training dates and Officer & Chairman
Training. Keep an eye on the Area 16 website for details and reminder messages will be sent to
council presidents for forwarding to local PTAs.

| hope to see many familiar faces at Summer Leadership
Seminar in Austin and look forward to continuing our efforts
together in the 2008 -2009 school year.

N Soxas s
Kris Vaughn “w D73 J
President aw """EF¥a
Lewisville ISD Council of PTAs S ¥ L
214.513.8359 ! \

www.lisdpta.org
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................................................................................................................................................

i Eight new PTAs have formed, or are being formed, in our Area in May and June.
: Please welcome the newest members of the Area 16 PTA family: Argyle Intermediate :
PTA in Argyle, Independence Elementary PTA in Lewisville, Blanton Elementary PTA :
i in Denton, Harpool Middle School PTA in Denton, Stephens Elementary PTA in i
i Denton, La Villita PTA in Carrollton-Farmers Branch, Oak Point Elementary PTA in
i Little EIm, and the Golden Triangle Special Ed PTA. :
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May June 21-23
National Mental Health Month National PTA Convention & Exhibition
San Diego, CA
May 30
Early Bird Deadline for Summer Leadership June 30
Seminar Advance Deadline for Summer Leadership
Seminar
May 31 _ _
World No Tobacco Day ;‘_‘_ :;
k. NN
June 1 PR —\ -
Award Forms due (online) to Texas PTA =R L P7A WA
Local & Council Communication 24
Awards: _ii' ‘—‘_L
o Newsletter ~ v
0 eNeWSIetter CIIMMFD I FANFOCSUID EFMINAD
o Website O s =, T
Local PTA Service Awards:
0 Arts in Education
o Campus Beautification July 25-27 . .
o Green School Texgs PTA Summer Leadership Seminar
o0 Health Concern Austin, TX
0 Legislative Guardian
o Outstanding Membership September 9. .
Campaign 6pm LOT Traln!ng .
o Parent Education Irving ISD Admlnlstratlon_ Bldg.
o Parent Involvement 2621 W. Airport Fwy, !rvmg, Texas 75062
o Student Involvement To RSVP or for more info, contact Mark
o Youth Protection Kypfer at pta@enjoyyourday.org or call
Council PTA Service Awards: 972-822-0433. Costis $6
0 Legislative Guardian
o Parent Education

Area 16

P7A

everychild. onevoice.®
www.Areal6PTA.org

Texas

PIA

everychild.onevoice’
www.TXPTA.orqg
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Area 16 Newsletter
www.areal6épta.org

Area PTA 16 Newsletter is published three times per year — September, December, and March

Area 16 Board of Directors

President: Susanne Hutchinson
1% Vice President: Heather Ashwell-Hair
Secretary: Janie McDuffie
Area Field Service Representatives:

South: Kay Smith

Central: Karen Pynes

North: Open
Parliamentarian: Carol Kyer
Historian: Sandi Dreer
Arts in Education Chairman: Sherry Coffman
Communications Chairman: Catherine Carlin
Money Matters Chairman: Karen Martin

Environmental Chair: Tricia Gamez-Stallings
Legislative Chairman: Sounjalynne Mata
Membership/Inclusion: Marlene Steward
Parent Ed/Programs: Open
Carrollton-Farmers Branch Council President:
Susan Scott
Denton Council President: Linda Thompson
Irving Council President: Lulu Cruz
Lake Dallas Council President:
Marvlous Gowans
Lewisville Council President: Kris Vaughn
Little EIm Council President: Tiffany Troxclair

Area 16 PTA

Susanne Hutchinson, President
www.arealépta.org
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